Making a Pressman’s Hat Is Easy if You Know How

Making a pressman’s hat out of a
folded sheet of newsprint is rapidly
becoming a lost art

“I haven't seen one in years.
<aid one newspaper production di-
rectar.

“The older hands know how to
make them, bul the younger ones
don't,” said a secor
Wi s Qo 6 e
per tradition”

“The consensus seems (o be that,
thanks 10 offset. pressrooms aren’
as dirty as they used to be. Hence
there’s not as much need to wear a

protective covering on one’s head
An informal survey by News-
print Facts turned up some other
explanation:
ne pressroom chief cited the
employment of women in press-

rooms. along with. longer e
styles for me

ere’s no room for all that hair
in old pressman’s hat.”* he said.

*Snoods and hair nets, that's what
1 see around here.

Another supervisor said shorter
page widths at his daily made it dif-
ficult to make a hat big enough for

the average adult
The St Petersburg Times has
one graybeard who occasionally
s out a paper hat. Everyone
wears

Drawings from Benjamin Frank-
lin's time_ show printers wearing
folded, square paper cap:

0 itorial ~cartoons often
showe:
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o one knows when or where
the custom began.

In the 1950s. a printing trade
publication sought its readers” help
in tracing the origin of the head-
gear. The request prompted an un-
resolved debate that went on for
years in the magazine’s columns.

How To Make A Pressman’s Hat.
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Suburban Ad
Revenues Up

Combined advertising revenues
of suburban newspapers in the
western U.S. were up nine percent
1581 whie nhe East thy were
up6.7 perc

Midhest suburbans didn't fare
as well. Their combined ad reve-
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and Capital a silk top hat
old engraving found in the
British Museum depicts a work-
wearing a square hat in the
shop of William Caxton. whointro-
duced printing to England in 1476,
1t may not have been made of pa-
per. however, since square hats
were commonly worn by other
craftsmen in medieval times.
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I Ve've Moved mummmm——

The Newsprint Information Committee has moved to new
offices at 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017.
All correspondence with the Committee or with News-

print Facts should be sent to that addres:
The telephone number remains the samq

(212) 697-5600.



