
P
ick up any issue of The
Washington Post and
you will find award-
winning page designs
illustrated with intricate

maps and informational graphics.
The Metro section may feature a
map detailing the District’s new
downtown bus routes, while a map
in the A section pinpoints the loca-
tion of military clashes in Iraq.

There may
also be
detailed
graphics of
the life cycle
of the cicada
or a color
chart indicat-
ing the rev-
enue growth
of a local
company. 

It is the
responsibil-
ity of the
News Art
Department
to design the
pages of the
newspaper
and provide
maps and
informa-
tional graph-

ics that can help readers quickly
grasp where news is happening, as
well as important facts. Assistant
Managing Editor Mike Keegan and
Deputy Art Director Chris Kirkman

oversee the department, which has
25 cartographers, information
graphics artists and designers. (See
box on page 3). 

According to Jill Dutt, assistant
managing editor for the Business
section, design and graphics play
an important part in bringing read-
ers into a story. “Many times, busi-

ness is done at a computer and that
limits what we can do with photog-
raphy,” she explained. “Graphics
can present the complete picture or
underscore important information
in a story, such as showing inflation
is going up…Can draw readers into
a subject they didn’t think they
were interested in.”

Every day, News Art receives
numerous requests from the four
graphics editors who are assigned
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Staff responsible for design and graphics in The Post include (front, l-r) 
Farhana Hossain, Marty Barrick, (second row, l-r) Lou Spirito, Carol Porter,
JoEllen Murphy, Erin Aigner, Luz Lazo, (back, l-r) Mike Keegan, Alice Kresse,
Gene Thorp, Kathy Legg, Patterson Clark, Seth Hamblin, Mary Kate Cannistra,
Brenna Maloney and Dick Furno. See Page 3 for a complete list of News Art 
staff and graphics editors.

News Art

Look inside for more examples of the work done 
by News Art staff.

By Ed Bruske
Special to The Washington Post

In the open-air market of Patzcuaro, 150 miles west
of Mexico City, I squatted together with a house-
wares vendor to contemplate a dark gray object on

the ground in front of us, a prehistoric-looking kitchen
tool about the size of a cantaloupe and known locally
as a molcajete.

The molcajete (mohl-kah-HEH-tay) is a three-
legged mortar carved out of lava rock and inevitably
paired with a pestle, tejolote (teh-hoh-LOH-teh). With
the cratered features of old asphalt and the heft of a
bowling ball, it’s just my kind of cooking implement
and not so easy to find even on its home turf: It had
taken me the better part of a morning to track one
down.

As I eyeballed my quarry, several options loomed:
Should I just buy the thing and declare victory? Or
might something bigger and possibly even more
gnarly await us at our next stop, Puerto Vallarta? A
beach resort might not be the best hunting ground, I
reasoned. But then, there was always Mexico City.
Surely there would be molcajetes there. 

What to do?

See MOLCAJETE, F2, Col. 5

The Pulverizer
Unplug Your Food Processor
And Meet the Molcajete

BY JULIA EWAN—THE WASHINGTON POST

MORTAR AND PESTLE MOXY
The author’s own Mexican-made, well-used molcajete. Tips on Page 2.
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Food F
On the Fridge

Weekly Dish
Foraging

Flying lollypops
Page 3

Recipes
2 Salsa Ranchera

2 Recado Rojo

2 Classic Guacamole

3 Pasta With Asparagus and Fried Eggs

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 K MG PG VA

D uring occasional
moments of
frustration, mothers

the world over sometimes
wonder if they have any
influence over their children on
any issue. But we all know
from personal experience how
important our moms (and
dads) are. They profoundly
affect what we think, what we
do, what we enjoy, what we
dislike, whom we date and how
we live our lives.

A large and growing body of scientific research
demonstrates that moms are the single most
important influence over their children’s eating
habits. Parents, typically mothers, provide the
structure, choose the food and reinforce certain eating
practices. Their own eating behavior and attitudes
about food and the decisions they make about food for
the children (grocery shopping, for example) send
important (but sometimes conflicting) messages. 

“Like mother, like daughter” is a phrase with
deeper meaning than we often appreciate. Take me,
for example. I grew up with a lovely mother who

DIET 101
Katherine Tallmadge

Like Mother, 
Like Daughter

See TALLMADGE, F6, Col. 1

By Judith Weinraub
Washington Post Staff Writer

T
he menu at Maestro lists beef
carpaccio as one of its first 
courses—a standard offering at
many Italian restaurants.

Not in Fabio Trabocchi’s
hands.

The beef is not the familiar
translucent sliver. It’s sliced Kobe beef from a
nearby Virginia farm, bright red, pounded thin,
then wrapped around a slender barrel of tofu,
topped by a mini-mound of diced wild mush-
rooms shaped like a quenelle and accented with
single spikes of chive—like the mast of a sail.
The image is unexpected—two tiny boats glid-
ing down a sea of Parmigiano-Reggiano sauce
and 50-year-old balsamic vinegar, making their
way around a bump in the water, which turns
out to be foie gras.

Yet the contrasts of taste and texture come to-
gether harmoniously, with each flavor intact. 

“I take something people feel comfortable
with and, still respecting the original ingredi-
ents, use modern techniques and presentation
to bring the dish up to a new level,” says 
Trabocchi. “Better and more interesting—and
extremely dramatic.”

Next week, the trim, thoughtful-looking 30-
year-old chef and guiding spirit of Maestro in
the Ritz-Carlton Tysons Corner is up for a Ris-
ing Star award from the James Beard Founda-
tion. It’s the kind of national recognition most
young chefs only dream of, and it’s especially
notable given that, in this case, the chef is oper-
ating in a chain hotel just on the edge of the Cap-
ital Beltway. 

Indeed, Tysons Corner is an odd place to find
him. Many fine restaurants aren’t in the heart of
a city. But in France or Italy (or California or
Connecticut), such destination restaurants are
usually in a more bucolic setting, and often free-
standing. When the Ritz-Carlton wooed 
Trabocchi from hot spots in London four years
ago, it let him redesign the kitchen, which is
now an expansive pale green marble and steel
stage that faces the dining room. But, even

Fabio Trabocchi Has His Own
Way of Looking at Italian Food

BY D.A. PETERSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

A PRECISE APPROACH THAT’S DRAWING ATTENTION: Maestro Chef Fabio Trabocchi, caught in an unusual moment before the lunch service at his Ritz-Carlton Tysons Corner restaurant.

See TRABOCCHI, F4, Col. 1



to specific news desks. The
graphics editors act as
liaisons between editors and
News Art to determine the
maps and graphics that will
appear in tomorrow’s paper

or run with an investigative
series that will break in a
month. The graphics editor
initiates, writes and checks
the graphics and maps that go
into her or his section. The
News Art staff also initiates
many projects. The work is
assigned, tracked and
archived through a software
program called Graphics
Tracker. Using Graphics
Tracker, a graphics editor can
indicate the size, color and
when the map or graphic is
running and attach raw data
such as photos and spread-
sheets. 

During the almost 20 years

that Keegan has headed News
Art, he has seen a tremendous
change in the work produced
by his department. “The his-
tory of the department can be
divided into pre-computer

and post-com-
puter (refer-
ring to per-
sonal
computers),”
he noted. “The
advance of the
computer has
allowed us to
do so many
things. Partic-
ularly with
cartography,
which is the
most recent
big advance
that we’ve
made. There
has been an
explosion of
data available
on the Inter-
net for map
making pur-
poses. The
data that is
available from
all sorts of
sources has

been instrumental in how we
make maps and the accuracy
and speed in making them –
as well as how we think about
what we can do.” 

Dick Furno, who recently
retired from his position as
director of cartography and is
now a contractor for News
Art, is credited with bringing
the first personal computers
into the department in the
early 1980s. He also developed
computer programs currently
in use by News Art staff. 

“We’ve gone from being
pen and ink cartographers to
computer cartographers,”
said Furno. “We deal with an

awful lot of data, like streets,
rivers, mountains that are
now all digitized. When the
time comes to make a map,
we no longer spend our time
on looking for information –
we have it immediately and
can turn out more maps, 
better maps and more artistic
maps.”

Another tool that is impor-
tant to the cartographers are
the hand held Global Position-
ing System (GPS) devices car-
ried by the foreign correspon-

dents. GPS is a worldwide
radio-navigation system cre-
ated by a collection of satel-
lites. A correspondent in the
Iraqi desert can push a button
on a GPS device that gives the
longitude and latitude of
where he or she is, and the
exact location of a news event.

The development of the
digital camera has also been a
boon to the information
graphics artists, according to
Keegan. “We’re not the Photo
Department, but it has

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Duke Ellington got his

nickname from a

school friend who

thought he acted and

dressed royally.

Ellington’s real name

was Edward.
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Weather
In Baghdad

Partly sunny.
High

  70°
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 High
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U.S. missile attacks

Ministry of
Defense

Special Republican Guard

SOURCE: NIMA

Airstrikes in Baghdad
Last night, 10 to 15 Tomahawk
missiles struck Republican Guard
buildings and other targets.

Early yesterday, “bunker buster”
bombs were used in an attack
against an Iraqi leadership
meeting in a bunker near
Baghdad. About 40 Tomahawk
missiles followed the powerful
EGBU-27 bombs. The attack was
launched from U. S. warships in
the Mediterranean and
the Persian Gulf.

Oilfields

Oilfields

U.S. Launches Air, Ground Attacks
U.S. and allied forces attacked Iraq from the air for a second night, and thousands of allied ground forces moved into southern Iraq. But U.S. officials said that troop movements were made in
preparation for a major push. Baghdad was again the central target of intense U.S. missile and bombing raids. While the targets early yesterday appeared to have been the Iraqi leadership,
which was thought to be meeting in a building outside Baghdad, attacks last night were aimed at government ministries and Republican Guard buildings in the capital.

Oil field fires
Several oil wells in southern
Iraq were reported on fire,

apparently set by the Iraqis.

U.S. move into Iraq
The U.S. Army’s 3rd Infantry Division punched through

berms along the Iraqi-Kuwaiti border and poured into Iraq
with tanks and other vehicles as U.S. and Iraqi forces

exchanged artillery fire.
Thousands of troops from the 1st Marine Expeditionary

Force also moved into Iraq. Their mission was to seize
and protect southern Iraq’s oil fields.

Iraqi missile attack
Iraq launched several missiles at allied forces massed in
northern Kuwait. U.S. anti-missile Patriots intercepted two

incoming CSSC-3 Searsucker missiles, and the others
landed harmlessly. No casualties were reported.

A British division
pushed into Iraq and
seized the eastern
border area. The
division is moving
toward Basra.

Helicopter reported down

A U.S. Marine CH-46 Sea
Knight helicopter went down
near Umm Qasr early today.
Four U.S. crew members and
at least a dozen Royal
Marines were killed.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

NOTE: Locations of U.S. moves are not
based on official information but are
approximations. Targets of bombing
raids around Baghdad are based on
press reports from the city; they were
not officially confirmed.
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10:15 Bush addresses the nation.
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5:30 U.S. airstrikes
against Baghdad begin.

7:30 Iraqi television airs footage of a man
who appears to be President Saddam
Hussein as he addresses the nation.

P.M. A.M.
IN

WASHINGTON

IN
IRAQ

11 a.m. Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
issues strong warning to Iraqi military officers to
refuse orders to blow up oil fields.

8:50p.m. Air raids resume over Baghdad.

Iraq fires
missiles into
Kuwait.

SOURCES: Global Security, NIMA, Defense Link, Center for Strategic and International Studies, USNI Periscope, Middle East Review
Cartography: Richard Furno, Gene Thorp, Larry Fogel and Laris Karklis;
Graphics by: Laura Stanton. Text: Larry Fogel, Dita Smith; Research: Robert E. Thomason

8:00p.m. U.S. Army’s 3rd
Infantry Division and Marines
start move into Iraq.

Marine Corps tanks move across the border into southern Iraq yesterday. They were among the first
U.S. ground troops to begin the offensive against Iraqi forces.

Airstrikes
Just as the day began in Baghdad with U.S.
bomb and missile strikes, so it ended with
another round of bombardment. Cruise
missiles destroyed several government
buildings, including a presidential palace used
by Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz and the
headquarters of the elite Special Republican
Guard.

Targeting Hussein
The twin attacks on southern Iraq and
Baghdad last night marked the formal
beginning of the U.S.-led invasion to oust the
government of President Saddam Hussein.
By contrast, the morning attack was put
together quickly after officials received
intelligence reports that many members of
the Iraqi leadership, including Hussein, were

gathered in a Baghdad bunker.
Although Hussein appeared on television

three hours after the dawn attack, intelligence
officials believe the Iraqi leader was inside
the compound when the missiles and bunker-
busting bombs blew it apart. But intelligence
analysts and operatives working in the region
are uncertain
whether the Iraqi
leader was killed,
injured or escaped
the attack. Defense
Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said that
whether or not
Hussein escaped, his
days are numbered.

The Ground War
As missiles fell on the Iraqi capital, U.S. and
British ground troops pushed over the border
from Kuwait, facing moderate resistance as
they captured a wide strip of land along the
southern border and headed toward the
strategic city of Basra. The ground war started

with a massive,
hours-long barrage
of artillery, howitzer
and mortar fire. At
about 8 p.m. Iraq
time (noon EST),
thousands of
Marines and soldiers
from the Army’s 3rd
Infantry Division
engaged Iraqi

defenders. The Marines moved to secure Iraqi
oil fields, while Navy and British commandos
seized key shipping facilities along the
Persian Gulf.

Earlier in the day, Iraq fired at least three
missiles at U.S. troops in Iraq, but no one was
injured and several of the missiles were shot
down by Patriot anti-missile batteries, U.S.
officials said. Officials said one of the missiles
appeared to be an Al-Samoud 2, which Iraq
had been destroying under U.N. supervision.

Cease and Desist
Rumsfeld and other Bush administration
officials issued public statements to Iraqi
military commanders urging them to stop
defending Hussein and to resist commands
to use biological or chemical weapons or to
destroy Iraqi oil fields.

Protesting the War
Thousands of antiwar demonstrators clashed
with police in Cairo, throwing stones at the
U.S. Embassy. Other demonstrations were
staged in Australia, France, Germany, Greece,
Indonesia and Pakistan, as well as in many
Arab countries. There were approximately
500 peace vigils and rallies in cities around
the country.

Heightened Security
In Washington, all 3,600 metropolitan police
officers began to work 12-hour shifts,
tightening security at bridges, roads and other
sensitive facilities. They also faced antiwar
protestors, who disrupted traffic in
Georgetown and staged demonstrations and
marches throughout the day.

James L. Rowe Jr.

DAYBOOK A look at the day’s major developments in the war with Iraq.

Hussein appearing on Iraqi television March 18,
left, and early yesterday morning, right, three
hours after the first airstrikes.
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SOURCES: Mario Villatoro, supervisor, C& F Construction, based on work being conducted in the 1300 block of A Street SE; American Water Works Association; Environmental Protection Agency
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     Preparing the site
Test pits are dug near each home to
verify the presence of lead pipes.*

ª In front of each home, a 6-by-6-foot
section of the street is cut above the
water main. The plot is excavated 3 to
5 feet to expose the main.

     Tapping the water main
A hole is drilled into the pressurized iron
main without allowing water to escape.

ª The hole is capped with a valved
stopper—called a corporation cap—
until the copper pipe has been connected.

     Drilling a new tunnel
Workers use a mole—a 2-inch-
diameter pole driven by an air
compressor—to burrow through
the soil to make a place for the
copper pipe.

     Installing the copper pipe
As the mole is pulled out, the end
of a 30-foot coil of copper pipe is
eased through the new tunnel
with a rope.

     Connecting the copper
The copper pipe is shorn and fitted
to the corporation cap, sealing
the new pipe in place. When the
valve on the cap is turned, the
water flows through to the house.

     Disconnecting the lead
From the water main, the lead pipe is
detached and capped. It is abandoned in
place, not removed.

ª Near the home, the lead pipe must be
cut and the remaining portion is attached
to the new copper pipe.

On average, a
crew of six
needs two to
four hours to
replace the
lead pipes for
one home.

In keeping with the Environmental Protection Agency regulation regarding high
lead levels in tap water, the D.C. Water and Sewer Authority is required to replace
7 percent of the city’s lead service lines this year, serving 1,600 homes.

WASA has authorized the replacement of lead service lines up to the customer’s
property line. But partial replacement of the lead lines could result in increased
lead corrosion. The factors at work with partial replacement of lead lines:

* Records are checked to locate
other underground utilities, such
as gas or electric conduits.

C&F Construction has recently
been asked by WASA to connect
the copper lines to the water
meter, thereby eliminating the
need to cut the lead line; however,
the part of the lead service line
that runs from the water meter to
the home remains in use.

C&F Construction has been
instructed to replace the private
portion of the lead line at a later
time, for a reduced fee, if residents
request it.

The city replacement
program doesn't cover
the portion of service
pipe on the  homeowner's
side of the property line.

Extenuating circumstances

Research has found that lead levels
are elevated when partial
replacement occurs, and that these
levels do not necessarily decrease.
Some residents on the 1500 block
of Monroe Street NW experienced
spikes in lead levels recently after
partial lead pipe replacement.

Aftereffects

Cutting lead pipes disturbs the coatings that have built up to help keep lead out of the
water. When this coating falls off, lead leaching can increase.

When lead and copper lines are connected to each other, galvanic corrosion takes place.
Galvanic corrosion, often misnamed “electrolysis,” occurs when two (or more) dissimilar
metals are brought into contact in the presence of water. A small electrical charge is
created between the lead and copper and the energy of that charge causes corrosion.
As long as the two metals remain in contact, the charge will persist.

Replacing Lead Pipes

C&F Construction, the company tasked with replacing 800 of the lead service lines, has a $6.3 million contract with the city to perform the work.
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News Art Staff:
Mike Keegan – assistant
managing editor
Chris Kirkman – deputy
art director
Luz Lazo-editorial 
assistant
Erin Aigner
Marty Barrick
Dennis Brack
Mary Kate Cannistra
Patterson Clark
Farhana Hossain
Laris Karklis
Kathy Legg
Jo Ellen Murphy
Carol Porter
Cristina Rivero
James Smallwood
Lou Spirito
Gene Thorp
Pam Tobey
Bill Webster

Contractors:
Dick Furno
Laura Stanton

Part Time:
Larry Fogel
Sandra Schneider
Kelly Doe
Mickey Edwards

The Graphics Editors:
Seth Hamblin
Brenna Maloney
Dita Smith
Bonnie Berkowitz

changed how we do things,”
he noted. To create the
graphic of the new World
War II Memorial that recently
ran in the paper, news artist
Lou Spirito stood in the center
of the memorial and kept
shooting as he turned in a cir-
cle. He “stitched” 28 photos
together and created a photo-
graphic illustration to provide
readers with a visualization of
what is like to be at the
Memorial. 

Patterson Clark uses the
computer to draw the detailed
graphics he has created of the
life cycle of the cicada and
“The Unboring, Illustrated
True Story of the Washington
Area” historical series that
has been running in KidsPost. 

To make the accurate
drawings of the cicada, Clark
traveled to Blacksburg, Va. to
meet with an entomologist
who is an expert on cicadas

and took photos
there, as well as
photographing
the cicadas he
dug up in his
backyard. For
the KidsPost
series, he used
historical photos
and illustrations
available online
from the Library
of Congress and
took photos at
historical areas
such as
Williamsburg,
Va. Using Photo-
shop, Clark cre-
ates a montage
of the collection
of graphics and
“paints” using
an electromag-
netic stylus with
the computer

screen as his 
canvas. 

According to
Keegan, the
changes gener-
ated by comput-
ers enable his
staff to react
faster to breaking
news. A map that
used to take
hours is now
ready in a half hour. Data for
graphics and maps can be
compiled quickly for an antici-
pated event like the invasion
of Iraq. “The best part is that
every day you don’t know
what you’ll be doing at work,”
explained Laris Karklis. “It
forces you to really under-
stand current events.”■

How States Voted in November 2000

SOURCES: “America Votes” and Federal Election Commission

THE WASHINGTON POST

Each state is shown in proportion to the number of electoral votes recorded
in the presidential election. Each square represents one vote.
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Stocks

Washington Investing
Mortgage giant Fannie Mae fails to match other local
companies in building shareholder value this past year, a
slip some analysts predict will continue.
Page E3

Steven Pearlstein
The Washington region is rich with major companies that
have their headquarters here but little else, such as the
quietly successful Danaher Corp. 
Page E3

Post 200
Top 125 public companies, top 15 private companies, top
20 financial institutions and the top Maryland and
Virginia companies based outside of the area. 
Pullout section inside

INSIDE

By Jill Dutt
Washington Post Staff Writer

T
he Washington region is
teeming with powerful and
enterprising women who
are very visible in govern-
ment, politics, media and
nonprofit organizations. In
business, though, the best-
known women tend to be

successful entrepreneurs. Female profiles
aren’t so high in our slice of corporate Amer-
ica, the 15 Fortune 500 and other large com-
panies based in the region.

That can be explained largely by the cult of
the chief executive, the notion that the one
public face of a company should be its leader.
There is only one female chief executive of a

$1 billion-plus company here, Judith A.
McHale of Discovery Communications Inc.,
and even she doesn’t formally assume that ti-
tle until the summer.

And yet there are a select several women
whose business accomplishments are prodi-
gious, women who could be running their
own companies, many of whom have turned
down offers to do just that. Instead, they’ve
chosen to remain and build their clout inside
large companies.

The Post interviewed two dozen top fe-
male executives at the region’s largest compa-
nies and found several similarities. To a wom-
an, they each talked about their teams as the
real source of their success. Most also said
they started their move up in their companies
not by their own design, but by delivering re-
sults and solving hard problems.

That early success path differs from the
path of many female entrepreneurs. “Women
have to prove their credibility before they can
prove their value,” said Linda D. Rabbitt,
founder and president of Rand Construction
Corp. in Arlington. She had to develop a
group of powerful, connected backers to get
potential clients’ doors to open. If she could
get the meeting, Rabbitt could often win the
business.

Although mentors can be crucial to success
at big companies, too, several of the women
interviewed said most often it was their work
that was recognized and rewarded before
their networking skills. Once recognized,
they then had to transition from being a val-
ued team member to being the one running

Women Who Have Climbed the Corporate Ladder

See WOMEN, E5, Col. 1

On the Top Rungs

BY JUANA ARIAS—THE WASHINGTON POST

Beverly L. Perry, a senior vice president with Pepco.

BY SUSAN BIDDLE—THE WASHINGTON POST

BY BILL O’LEARY—THE WASHINGTON POST

Judith A. McHale, president and chief operating officer of Discovery Communications.

BY HELAYNE SEIDMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Lockheed Martin’s Marillyn A.
Hewson, left, and Linda R. Gooden.

BY JUANA ARIAS—THE WASHINGTON POST

Catherine West, president of U.S. card operations at Capital One Financial. 

BY BILL O’LEARY—THE WASHINGTON POST

Elizabeth K. Lanier, general counsel
for US Airways Group.

BY BILL O’LEARY—THE WASHINGTON POST

Julie St. John, executive vice president and chief information officer for Fannie Mae.
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Gail P. Steinel, executive vice president-consumer, industrial and technology and global solutions at BearingPoint.
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A Restaurant Hex?
Margaret Webb Pressler finds out why some
sites are haunted by failure.
SELLING US, Page F5
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The economy zoomed,
scandals continued, and the
urge to merge surged.
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Hearings on the Microsoft
settlement, deadline on
whether to retry Quattrone.
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CASH FLOW
’Tis about to be the season:
money (and tax) lessons for
doting grandparents.
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MUTUAL FUNDS
Conservative buys, and
disciplined sells, power
Century Small Cap Select.
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LAND OF THE FEE
When does 9 cents become
$1? When credit cards have a
minimum finance charge.
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LIFE AT WORK
Why the office is the ultimate
meeting place (and why
that’s not such a good thing).

5

PERSONAL TECH
Fast Forward:
Apple’s new Panther upgrade
roars to life.

Web Watch:
Scammers learn some new
tricks.
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THE WEEK IN STOCKS
Up, up, up. The air got pretty
rarefied, with a final upward
lunge on Friday.

11

Web Vipers

T he cover of the latest Business 2.0, one of the
few surviving techie-financial magazines of
the go-go 1990s, issues a dire warning:

“Why This Tech Bubble Is About to Blow,”
screams the headline. And the subhead: “Wall Street
Is Doing It Again . . . Save Yourself!”

It’s nice to see one of these normally boosterish
publications advising caution, but is it true, as the
magazine claims, that “tech stocks are back to
dangerously inflated levels” and that “sadly, there’s
only one way this can end”?

I don’t think so. Certainly, it’s unwise to overload
your portfolio with tech stocks or to chase
companies with foolish business plans. But it’s also
unwise to reject tech just because prices are rising.
Yes, it would have been more profitable to buy
EarthLink Network (ELNK), the Internet service
provider that was a recent recommendation of the
conservative Value Line Investment Survey, nine
months ago at roughly half its current price. Duh.
But such stocks should not be shunned simply

INVESTING
James K. Glassman

Buying Tech
Without
A Wreck

See GLASSMAN, F9, Col. 1

P atricia Davis, a Maryland-based financial
coach, says that every time she gives a lecture
on money, someone always asks this question:

Is it a good idea to add the name of an adult child to
the title on my home?

Davis, a former banker who worked with
high-net-worth individuals, gives the same answer
every time: “No.”

There are a number of reasons why someone
might want to add an adult child to the title on his or
her property. Often elderly parents are trying to
make sure that their home passes on to their children
without having to go through probate, the legal
process in which the court supervises the
distribution of assets according to a will or as
dictated by state law.

Others are trying to do what they could better
accomplish in a will or living trust.

For example, Davis told me a story of one woman
who added her sister’s name to her home. Upon this
woman’s death, the sister was supposed to sell the

THE COLOR OF MONEY
Michelle Singletary

Children
Shouldn’t Play

A Title Role

See MONEY, F16, Col. 1

By Jonathan Krim
Washington Post Staff Writer

T
hese days, careless computing can be downright

dangerous.

E-mail spam is not just annoying; it can bring of-

fensive content, fraudulent schemes and damaging

viruses into personal computers.

Hackers are constantly probing home Internet connec-

tions, looking for vulnerabilities so they can gain remote en-

try and steal personal data. (Memo to those with wireless

home networks: You are an especially inviting target.)

Worms can literally take over your computer and allow

hackers to turn it into a weapon for more mayhem. Viruses

can wreck hard drives, wiping out years of hard work.

Think we’re exaggerating? Spam accounts for roughly 60

percent of all e-mail, up from 18 percent 18 months ago. In

1995, the number of hacking or computer attacks reported to

the CERT Coordination Center for cybersecurity was 2,412.

In the first three quarters of last year, the number was

114,855. In many cases, each attack affected hundreds of

thousands of machines. 

We could go on.

It would be nice if hardware and software makers could

take care of these problems for us, but if you are waiting

for that day to come, your woes will only increase.

Today’s interconnected world requires understand-

ing and vigilance by every computer user. In fact,

since one person’s computer can be used to attack

his or her friend’s machine, we are all dependent

on the security of others. 

Having a secure computer requires regular

maintenance: 

It means having an up-to-date firewall

and anti-virus software package running

at all times. 

It means downloading software

patches from your operating-system

vendor (most likely Microsoft) as

soon as they are announced. If you

are using an older version of Win-

dows, that means checking the

Web site for updates.

It means backing up your files

regularly and checking for spyware and other

privacy-invading tools.

And it means tweaking your security settings if you have

children who use your computer.

Perhaps most important, it means taking the time to un-

derstand a little about how your system works, and how you

are connected to the Internet, to best evaluate your vul-

nerabilities.

Computer Users Must
Guard Against Threats
Posed by Spam, Viruses
And Hackers—Or Else

K 7 online dangers and what to do. Page F6 
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Shakespeare Free For All 
Mark your calendar to

attend this year’s Shakespeare
Free For All running May 27
through June 6 at the Carter
Barron Amphitheater. This
year’s performance by the
Shakespeare Theatre is the
comedy Much Ado About
Nothing. The Post’s Family
Night is scheduled for the

final show on Sunday, June 6
at 7:30 p.m. Free advance tick-
ets for only the Family Night
performance are available to
employees through the Public
Relations Department located
on the 3rd floor of the North-
west Building, L Street side.

Please see Gayle Giger or Tito

Tolentino. 
Up to four free tickets for

all weekday performances will
be available at the Northwest
Building’s front counter
beginning at 8:30 a.m., the day
of the performance only. Tick-
ets will also be available on
the day of the performance
beginning at noon Tuesdays
through Sundays at the
Carter Barron box office or at
the Shakespeare Theatre at
450 7th Street, NW. A limited
number of online tickets are
available on day of perfor-
mance only beginning at 8:30
a.m. for performances from
May 27 through June 3 at
www.shakespearedc.org/
ffatixpend.html. Online tickets
will not be available the final
weekend, June 4 - 6. Please
note the June 2 and 5 perfor-
mances will be sign-inter-
preted and audio described. If
you have any questions, con-
tact Lisa Bolton at x4-7970.

Bloodmobile at
Northwest Building

The Northwest Health
Center will host the American

Red Cross Bloodmobile
on Tuesday, May 25
from 8:30 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
in the new second floor
space meeting rooms
one through three. You
will enter down the
ramp behind the cafete-
ria. All donors will have
a chance to win two
tickets on a Bahamas
cruise through a draw-
ing by the National
Capital Chapter of the
American Red Cross. 

To make an appoint-
ment, call the Health
Center at x4-7192.

Advertising Needs 
Your Input

On Monday, May 24,
Advertising staff who are
members of the Advision pro-
ject communications team will
be soliciting ideas from staff
at the Northwest Building. As
part of the Advision project,
the team will be looking for
ways to improve The Post’s
Advertising process and input
on how to make it easier for
advertising customers to do
business with The Post. Look

for the team members in loca-
tions throughout the building
including the 6th floor main
elevator lobby, the cafeteria
and the L Street entrance.
Staff who provide their input
will have their names included
in a random drawing for gift
certificates and other prizes. If
you have questions, contact
Jinah Bryant at x4-6957 or e-
mail Bryantjm@washpost.com.

FOR SALE: Sony RDR-GX7 component

DVD recorder for sale.  Barely used,

works perfectly, $400. Contact Jeff at x4-

9246 or (703) 407-8644.

FOR SALE: Excellent prices for Post

employees on custom made draperies

and brand name blinds, shades, and

shutters. Call Danny Castillo at (301)

248-5100.

FOR SALE: 2001 Buell Blast. Only 750

miles. Brand new condition. Must see.

This is a great commuter bike. Save gas

on your commute and ride in! $2,800.

Call Ann at x4-5278.

FOR SALE: Gray 1998 four-door

Cadillac Brougham, 100,000 miles, four

new mounted tires, 12 disc CD changer,

in excellent condition.  Call Jeff at (202)

257-3965.

FOR SALE: Olympus D600L digital cam-

era - used/good condition($150).  Sharp

VL-H410 ViewCam  PAL camcorder w/

6x digital zoom and 4” LCD color moni-

tor includes AC adaptor/charger and two

lithium batteries - used/good  condition

($150). Rubbermaid 60” covered

wardrobe/garment storage closet – new

in box ($25).  Call Wendy Armstrong at

armstrongwl@washpost.com, or at (301)

748-9170.

FREE IGUANA: Lovely, calm blue-green
lizard plus large cage and climbing appa-
ratus. She is a vegetarian, about four feet
long (mostly tail). A unique, easy-to-care-
for pet.  Will deliver. Call Jeanne at x4-
6582 or  (301) 604-5830. Please leave
message.

FOR RENT: Studio apt. - 3 blocks from
The Post!  Great apt. has stainless steel
appliances, granite countertops, hard-
wood floors, and marble bathroom.
Located on N St., N.W. in secure building
with rooftop pool. Ready July, $1,300
includes utilities and garage parking.  Call
Paul at (202) 387-5704.

FOR SALE: 2002 Chevrolet Impala,
90,000 miles, $6,200.  Contact Jermaine
at (240) 472-1414.

Marketplace

PostScripts

FREE ADS!

Reach more than 2,000 Post employees
with your free ad in Marketplace.

The deadline for ads is Friday at noon
and your ad will appear in the next
Thursday's ShopTalk.  Send your ad via
email to ShopTalk@washpost.com
or fax to x4-4963.  Ads are for Post
employees only and must include your
name, extension and home phone num-
ber.  Ads run two issues unless other-
wise requested. One ad per employee
per issue, please.

Questions?  Call Lisa Connors 
at x4-6803.

Officer is Honored
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Guardsmark Officer Patricia Walton was
awarded Guardsmark’s Mid-Atlantic
Region Security Officer of the Month
Award for February. The honor includes
a cash award and a certificate of honor.
Officer Walton who was cited for her
consistent outstanding performance is
also now eligible to be considered for
Guardsmark’s Officer of the Year award.


